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Meanwhile, many complaints arose among our
French people because no one was being baptized.
For we live in an age in which any one who knows
how to read is, in his own opinion, a great Theolo-
gian; and whoever has the least care for his own
soul, believes himself to be the most proper person
to rule the Church of God, and to infringe upon the
duties of the Lord’s anointed. ‘‘This is not to be
tolerated’ (they were saying, according to the Fac-
tum™); ‘‘these people are useless here; we must write
to France about them;’’ and other threats, which
were made to Father Biard, [113] who tried to pacify
them, and among other things said: ‘‘My friends, if
the Jesuits were ambitious for mere glory, you would
show them the right way to attain it; i.e., to baptize,
as soon as possible, as many people as they can; for
it is certainly to be supposed that, these conversions
being known in France, the Printers of Paris would
not have delayed to make the Hawkers hoarse, crying
and commending such news through the streets of
the city. But God forbid’’ (said he) ‘‘that we should
wish to assume the role of Apostles, being only miser-
able sinners; or that we should try to acquire the
reputation of good managers, and diligent servants,
while squandering our Master’s inheritance. We
shall be slandered, we are well aware of it; do not
believe that we are so stupid. [114] But just as little
must you desist from doing good for fear of calumny
as you must undertake it for love of praise. Itis God
whom we serve, and if we are to bring any fruit to his
house it must be in patience, for thus he has said it,
He bringeth forth fruit with patience. We baptize the
little children, as you see, in accordance with their
parents’ wishes, and with the hope that we shall have



